
 
 



 
 

The Great Lakes Fishery Commission was established by the Convention on 
Great Lakes Fisheries between Canada and the United States, which was 
ratified on October 11, 1955. It was organized in April 1956 and assumed its 
duties as set forth in the Convention on July 1, 1956. The Commission has 
two major responsibilities: first, develop coordinated programs of research 
in the Great Lakes, and, on the basis of the findings, recommend measures 
which will permit the maximum sustained productivity of stocks of fish of 
common concern; second, formulate and implement a program to eradicate 
or minimize sea lamprey populations in the Great Lakes. 

The Commission is also required to publish or authorize the publication of 
scientific or other information obtained in the performance of its duties. In 
fulfillment of this requirement the Commission publishes the Technical 
Report Series, intended for peer-reviewed scientific literature; Special 
Publications, designed primarily for dissemination of reports produced by 
working committees of the Commission; and other (non-serial) publications. 
Technical Reports are most suitable for either interdisciplinary review and 
synthesis papers of general interest to Great Lakes fisheries researchers, 
managers, and administrators, or more narrowly focused material with 
special relevance to a single but important aspect of the Commission's 
program. Special Publications, being working documents, may evolve with 
the findings of and charges to a particular committee. Both publications 
follow the style of the Canadian Journal of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences. 
Sponsorship of Technical Reports or Special Publications does not 
necessarily imply that the findings or conclusions contained therein are 
endorsed by the Commission. 
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